American Greetings Properties Introduces Newest Care Bear in Japan

 Care BearsTM Arrive in Asia with Strong Licensing Portfolio

NEW YORK, (December 16, 2009) – Since the 1980s the Care Bears™ have been helping children around the world to share their feelings and care for others. Now American Greetings Properties (AGP), the intellectual property and outbound licensing division of American Greetings Corporation (NYSE: AM) and one of the preeminent players in the entertainment and licensing industry, is bringing the Care Bears to Japan with its newest addition, Sweet Sakura BearTM.

Available exclusively in Japan in 2010, Sweet Sakura Bear is a shy and modest bear that delivers a unique message created specially to reflect the values and symbols of Japan. The heart-shaped cherry blossom, or sakura, on her belly was inspired by the annual blooming of Japan’s cherry trees, whose beauty is world-renowned, albeit fleeting. She strives to teach that each season has its own beauty to treasure and the importance of savoring and appreciating the splendor of every passing moment. 

“We would like to thank all of our licensing partners who have worked with us to make this project possible and bring our vision for Sweet Sakura Bear to life,” said Carla Silva, vice president of Global Licensing, AGP. “We are proud of what we have accomplished and thrilled to introduce Sweet Sakura Bear to all of our Care Bears fans in Japan.”

The introduction of Sweet Sakura Bear is accompanied by an impressive portfolio of licensing partners across key categories including stationery, home goods, accessories, and high-end fashions. Receiving support from licensing agents Mindworks in Japan and Medialink throughout the rest of Asia, Care Bears are poised to establish themselves as a major franchise in the region.

Since 2001 when the Care Bears re-emerged from hibernation, millions and millions of these lovable bears have been brought home to a new generation of fans generating over $2.6 billion in global sales. For more information on the huggable world of the Care Bears, visit www.CareBears.com
ABOUT AMERICAN GREETINGS PROPERTIES

American Greetings Properties (AGP) is the intellectual property and outbound licensing division of American Greetings Corporation.  Built upon the successful re-launches of Care Bears and Strawberry Shortcake licensed products, which have garnered over $5 billion in retail sales worldwide combined since 2002, AGP develops multi-platform campaigns for its properties through digital media, entertainment, marketing and merchandising.  In addition to Care Bears and Strawberry Shortcake, AGP’s active classic brands include Holly Hobbie and Madballs, as well as new properties Twisted Whiskers, Maryoku Yummy and TinPo.  Children can experience AGP online at www.agkidzone.com. For more information on AGP, visit www.agpbrands.com
