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MIND WORKS ENTERTAINMENT INC. NAMED POPPLES LICENSING AGENT IN JAPAN BY AMERICAN GREETINGS PROPERTIES

Retro Brand To Be introduced In Apparel And Specialty Goods

New York, NY, June 1, 2009 - American Greetings Properties continues to grow the classic 80’s brand Popples, a series of cute, popping characters, by signing Mind Works as the international licensing agent in Japan. Created and owned by Those Characters From Cleveland (TCFC), a subsidiary of American Greetings, Popples was first introduced in 1985 with an assortment of 9 core characters.

Popples surprised and delighted children by transforming themselves from a plush ball into a cuddly, giggly creature when they popped out of their pouch. Throughout the years Popples took on many forms in the toy aisles and maintains a rich history as a yet another successful American Greetings licensed property. 

Mind Works Entertainment will now begin to license Popples as a certified agent in Japan focusing on apparel and specialty goods targeting young women in their 20’s. 

“We are thrilled to have Mind Works as our partner in launching Popples in Japan and know that they will help us to expand the Popples legacy,” said Carla Silva, Vice President Global Licensing at American Greetings Properties. “For years, consumers have loved these cheerful, popping characters, so it’s very exciting to get to introduce Popples to the Japanese market.”

In the 1980s, the special edition Popples became popular collectibles with an animal series, Costume Popples, Flower Popples, Pillow Popples, Fruit Popples and Sports Popples who turned into a ball. 
Over twenty years later, a revival of the brand in reprinted edition stuffed Popples was born and it created a boom in the U.S. and Europe. In 2007, the brand re-launched in the U.S. in partnership with Playmates Toys and a range of plush characters were created: Happy Popp, Pretty Popp, Kissy Popp and Monster Popp under the name “Popp N’ Giggle Popples.” They included a sound box that made a popping sound followed by a giggle when the Popple came out of its pouch. 

About American Greetings Corporation

For more than 100 years, American Greetings Corporation (NYSE: AM) has been a manufacturer and retailer of innovative social expression products that assist consumers in enhancing their relationships. The Company's major greeting card brands are American Greetings, Carlton Cards, Gibson, Recycled Paper Greetings, and Papyrus, and other paper product offerings include DesignWare party goods, American Greetings and Plus Mark gift-wrap and boxed cards and Date Works calendars. American Greetings also has the largest collection of electronic greetings on the Web, including cards available at AmericanGreetings.com through AG Interactive, Inc., the Company's online division. AG Interactive also offers digital photo sharing and personal publishing at PhotoWorks.com and Webshots.com and a one-stop source for online graphics, animations, and more at Kiwee.com. In addition to its product lines, American Greetings also creates and licenses popular character brands through the American Greetings Properties group. Headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio, American Greetings generates annual revenue of approximately $1.7 billion, and its products can be found in retail outlets domestically and worldwide. For more information on the Company, visit http://corporate.americangreetings.com.

 
About Mind Works Entertainment
Mind Works Entertainment Inc. was founded in Tokyo in 2004. The president of MWE, Kensuke Kondo was formerly at an advertising agency of Sony Group as a licensing agent. 

As a licensing agent and marketing company, our slogan is “Creating Characters Beloved for 100 Years”. MWE places an importance on “Partnership with Licensors, Local Licensees and Retailers”, “Sales Promotion Events” and “Public Relations.
MWE conducts licensing business handling original characters created by independent artists as well as domestic and international characters, mainly centering in Japanese market.

MWE also focuses on scouting for new talent. As a result, MWE achieved three creators from past four competitions. For more information on the Company, visit
http://www.mindworks-ent.jp/.
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